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Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of WebMD. Introduction AKI is a broad term used to
describe any acute change in kidney function resulting in a substantial increase in serum creatinine (SCr) relative to previous
baseline values.[1] AKI may be related to decreased glomerular filtration rate (GFR) due to a reduction in the flow of blood

through the kidney, or an increase in the amount of creatinine filtrated through the glomeruli (production of SCr). There is also
some evidence for tubular injury, including necrosis and/or apoptosis in some cases.[2] Most common causes of AKI include
sepsis, nephrotoxic drugs, contrast induced nephropathy (CIN), hypotensive states and multiple organ failure.[3] Studies have

also shown that AKI is associated with higher risk of mortality, longer hospital stays and higher readmission rates.[4],[5]
Diagnosis There is still much debate regarding what the ideal SCr cut off point is for defining AKI. Most studies recommend a

SCr >1.5 mg/dl (150 umol/L). However, this value has been shown to be increased when assessed from the time of presentation,
rather than the time of the blood test.[6] Many definitions and diagnostic criteria exist and there is no consensus on which

definition is best. To complicate matters, serum creatinine levels may increase in the presence of another acute disease process,
including acute cardiovascular and cerebrovascular disease, pancreatitis, rhabdom 82157476af
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